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Introduction 
The focus of my investigation is how the political British National Party (BNP) normalise their right wing and many 

would argue racist views that they have through their use of language. I intend to centre the investigation on how 

the BNP tend to promote their ideology on the fact that Britain is a patriotic society and how only ‘true’ Brits 

should live there.  

Recently Nick Griffin, the leader of the BNP, has been convicted for racially orientated articles where he clearly had 

extremist views on the margins of societal views. Another factor that pushed me into choosing this particular topic 

to investigate was the fact that racism is a global issue and the BNP are heavily associated with it. Fairly recently in 

newspapers an MP was quoted as saying ‘Racism is not an issue in our local communities anymore.’ This made me 

wonder how out of touch politicians are with their actual constituencies, when we hear stories about racially 

motivated attacks and abuse almost everyday in the media. I also had the opportunity to watch the BBC’s Question 

Time programme on 22
nd

 October 2009. This provided the stimulus for me to choose the topic as I wondered how 

such extremist views could be normalised by the simple use of language in such a public domain. 
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Methodology 
The data I have collected for my investigation is a selection of articles. The data primarily consists of text; however 

there are a small range of photographs included. I found my data on the BNP’s website which I found on 4
th

 

October 2009. The data from the BNP’s website is readily accessible by all those who have access to the Internet. 

As the pieces of data are aimed at different audiences they may use different ways of normalising language in 

order to fit in with the targeted audience. I will be analysing the ways in which the BNPs actions are normalised by 

the language within the data. To do this I will consider patriotic references and terms of address for the BNP itself, 

the terms of address to those who follow the BNP, those who are not welcome followers and those who are 

outside the BNPs sphere of who they wish to be associated with. These features will help me to answer the 

question of how the BNP normalise their views with the language they use. I also believe that the data will be good 

to analyse as it is an article written by a BNP member, which means that it has come straight from someone who 

believes the same things as the party and has positive bias towards the party, not negative bias towards the party. 

This bias means that it is more likely to include the features that show how the BNP try to normalise their views 

with the use of language.  
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Analysis 
 

Patriotic References 

The main feature I noticed within the first piece of data I looked at was the overt use of patriotic references. The 

use of these patriotic references is to make the reader think that being an outright patriot is normal, and that it is a 

positive thing that the BNP stand for, not racism and division. The concept of patriotism is ingrained as it pervades 

our politics for the last century given two World Wars and the armed forces fighting abroad now, and, it is difficult 

for people to argue with patriotism as it is not inherently evil whereas racism is seen to be. Within the Wiltshire 

BNP review on the Youth Activity Weekend, of which the primary purpose serves as a propaganda piece yet is 

supposed to be a review, there were eleven patriotic references in total. The article is mainly a tool to encourage 

readers to want to take part in future Activity Weekends and more subtly associate the lauded notion of patriotism 

with the BNP more than other parties.  

Patriotic Reference Tally Connotations 

Patriotic dinner I  Changes an everyday social event into a duty. 

St David’s Day I  Patron saint of Wales. Patriotic reference, suggests that 
everywhere else is patriotic, so we should be too to fit in. 

St George’s Day II  Not a national holiday, we do not get a day off for St. 
George’s Day 

England Flag I  Flags are hugely symbolic of patriotism 

St George II  Patron saint of England – actually Turkish. 

 Iconic. 

Patriotic Childhood I  The overextension of the word patriotic further imbues 
their views.  

Patriotic young lions I  Links to the lions on the Royal Coat of Arms. 

 Lion’s live in ‘prides’ – pride, should be proud to be British. 

Patriotic British Youth I  That the youth in Britain should be patriotic, that they 
should have pride in their country. 

Red, White + Blue I  Reference to Union Jack – UK Flag 

Patriotic IIII  Overuse makes it feel normal, that its normal to be so 
overly patriotic. 

 

An example of a strong patriotic reference is  ‘patriotic young lions’ which is most likely a link to Richard the 

Lionheart. This is a heavy reference to the three lion’s symbol of England, commonly featured on the England 

Football Team’s kit. It is used to describe the children on the trip, but denotes that they are essentially British, and 

that they are true to the country in which they live. Also lions are fight for what they want and need and it will not 

be a coincidence that the BNP have used this animal as a metaphor for the young, brave youth when they are 

trying to radicalise British politics. Again, being strong, active and associated with one of Britain’s iconic heroes (for 

example Richard the Lionheart) are all things that can’t be attacked or argued with. They are all values that most 

would agree with, much like patriotism.  

There are also references to St George and what he stood for. Saints are seen a pure and it is possible that the BNP 

are trying to imbue their point with this quality. St George as the patron saint of England is a huge, iconic patriotic 
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reference, as well as being one of the strongest we have. The fact that he is mentioned several times brings his 

story to the reader’s minds and what he did for his beliefs and the country instils patriotic ideology into the 

forefront of their mind. It makes the reader feel that it is completely normal to be so strong minded about your 

beliefs and that this level of patriotism and martyrdom is an everyday value to respect not loath. It also possibly 

promotes activism saying Britons have a history of activists and portraying the message that we have to stand up 

now before Britain disappears. However, it is common knowledge that the BNP believe that Britain should consist 

of ‘true’, white British people and not be inhabited by the ethnic minorities, but how can they stand by this view 

when they idolise St George, who was not British himself but actually Turkish? Most probably don’t know of St 

George’s origin and the BNP seem to be trying to assimilate established patriotic sources of pride into their 

ideology as a means to normalise it.  

The party also use ‘him upstairs’ as a term of address for God. As patriotism is also closely linked with religion, the 

BNP are keen to associate themselves with something that people believe in, in order to appeal to a wider 

audience. Also the references to God and religion may gain the party more supporters as those who are deemed as 

religious are often seen to be good and live a life free of sin, which goes against the stereotypical view of the BNP 

which then causes people to rethink what their opinions of the party are.  

 

References to Values through Verb Choice 

Within the data, there were many different types of references to values. There were several uses of active verbs 

such as ’marched’, ‘climbed’ and ‘building’. The verb ‘marched’ has military undertones and denotes discipline. It is 

highly suggestive of what the BNP want to instil into the youth of today, in the sense of discipline and order to 

society. This use of militaristic lexis is useful to the party in normalising their views as for example with the current 

war in Iraq there is an increasing sense of patriotism as many of the soldiers are getting killed or seriously injured. 

Unfortunately it takes something so terrible to bring communities together and for the united front to be 

established. As many people look up to the military for the work they are doing in Iraq and by using militaristic 

references, the BNP are associating themselves with something that brings a sense of unity to the community and 

something that works for the good of the country. This in turn makes the BNP look like they are a reflection of this 

work and makes people almost forget all the bad publicity that the party receives.  

 I also found that there were several uses of genteel lexis such as ‘snuggled’, ‘marshmallows’, ‘blessed’ and 

‘appreciated’ which dilutes the militant and aggressive perception. ‘Snuggled’ is suggestive of bonding and there is 

an air of innocence when the children are described as having ‘grass and mud stains’. This denotes that although 

the children are associated with the BNP, the preconceived notions that outsiders of the party have of the BNP are 

being challenged as it is strange to associate a violent and racist movement with one that also promotes the fact 

that childish innocence is something to be kept and nurtured, which makes the reader question whether these 

horror stories they hear about the party are really true and so bad. Again, the value of protecting a child’s 

innocence is universal. These universal values of can do attitude and protection of children helps to distract from 

the more radical views espoused by BNP members.  

‘Discovered’ suggests that the BNP have not just simply found something but are the first to do so, and are the 

leading power because of this. It also suggests that the BNP are adventurous and dare to go where no other party 

have before. It shows they do not have such a laidback, laissez faire attitude to anything, not just politics, which 

may sway some people to become supportive due to the proactive nature of the party. This is again a positive 

attitude, people are likely to associate the BNP with positive action and with developments that will help better 
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the country and society. This is especially useful to the BNP at the present time as the British public seem to 

becoming disillusioned with politics due to the MPs expenses scandal and the national deficit. This may cause 

people to turn to the BNP for a solution, and the use of ‘discovered’ suggests that the BNP are the party to 

discover the solution. 

The fact that there were no computers or rap music used or played on the activity weekend suggests that the BNP 

see popular culture as damaging and is highly suggestive that the BNP are trying to shield the youth from anything 

that could damage their carefully constructed image. Similarly the rap music culture is stereotypically black, and 

widely associated with predominantly African-American people. Although Eminem subverts the stereotype by 

being highly successful white rapper, if the BNP allowed the children to listen to rap music, it would be going 

against the whole racist stigma surrounding the party. Often children and youths look up to those who are within 

the ‘celebrity culture’ which would include rappers, and it is unlikely to follow the BNP’s ideology to admire and 

aspire to have that particular lifestyle within the rap culture.  

Here the BNP are juxtaposing what could potentially be seen as racist, due to the fact that rap music is largely 

dominated by other races rather than White British, or even White American, into a positive. This is shown in the 

way that the writer combines this with ‘no X-box, no mobile phones’ in order to give the children a ‘wholesome, 

patriotic childhood experience.’ The writer is almost shying away from just simply saying ‘no rap music’ as this 

would no doubt be construed immediately as racist and this is not the image that the BNP wish to paint of 

themselves. Again, most parents would agree that their children are too reliant on technology for entertainment. 

These traditional values cloak the racist comment regarding rap and this seems to be a tactic to normalise their 

views by wrapping them up in established values and views.  

Overall, a number of verbs are used to empower events at this gathering and they link to almost universal values 

or opinions: in this way they normalise the party.  

Semantic fields 

The BNP youth article has militaristic undertones throughout. The whole article has been written in such a way 

that the reader is made to feel that the activity weekend was not just a weekend getaway but some sort of 

militaristic operation. ‘Climbed’ and ‘marched’ are used which suggests that physical fitness played an important 

role in the weekend and that the youth who participated had to be physically fit to take part, which is something 

that is often thought of the military, that those involved have to be in top physical fitness and condition in order to 

do their jobs, otherwise they will not be as effective as they could be.  

Phrases such as ‘problem solving’, ‘team working’ and ‘communication skills’ are commonly used also which is 

suggestive of the fact that the youths have been taught skills they need in later life. Within the military these skills 

are extremely useful as it ensures that the operations work effectively. This would be an extremely useful skill and 

suggests the BNP are educators too.  

Challenging preconceptions of the BNP being a violent party 

The BNP challenge the violent stereotype they are associated with by describing how their own members are 

subjected to ‘racial and political persecution’. This makes the party seem vulnerable and the reader almost starts 

to feel sorry for the party, and ideas about them being violent are pushed to the back of the reader’s mind which 

may even gain the party support. ‘Slashed’ is a violent verb and suggests that the persecution the members 

received was incredibly serious and this further increases the sympathy felt for the party. Inclusive pronouns are 

also included such as ‘all’ and ‘we’ which suggests that the party aren’t on the margins of society and the use of 

‘local group’ suggests a sense of community and unity.  
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Conclusion 

From this investigation I can conclude that the BNP do use language to normalise their views.  

They overuse patriotic references in order to influence non members to their way of thinking. As ‘patriotic’ is used 

to describe a whole manner of things that would never necessarily be described as patriotic, the more it is used, 

the more it is seen as the norm. By getting readers to see this as a norm, the BNP hopefully entice non members in 

by making themselves out to be a party that stands for traditional values and Britain in general. 

The party also plays on the values people have in our society as they juxtapose what could potentially be seen as 

racist and quite ‘near the knuckle’ into a positive. The fact that they subtly condemn rap music due to the culture 

and race of the people predominantly associated with it suggests that the party are aware of what they are saying, 

and trying to do is wrong, therefore cannot be blunt and just be straightforward with it. The way the party has to 

resort to backhand tactics suggests that they are aware that their ideology is unpopular, and by subtly linking it 

here, where the children had a weekend away from modern technology that they seem to be glued to so much 

these days seems like a good idea to the reader. It is likely that it is hoped that the reader will then encourage their 

own children, if they have any to avoid listening to rap music which would therefore mean that the BNP had 

achieved its aim in encouraging people to follow their ideas and views. However it is more likely that they hope a 

weekend away with the BNP is healthier than what their child typically does. 

The militaristic semantic field that runs throughout the article reflects how the country is currently at war and 

makes the party sound as though they are active defenders of the people. By linking this in with children, it 

portrays them as caring and gives them almost a parental role. In addition, Britain as a nation, are incredibly proud 

of our military and the work and effort that is being put into the war in Afghanistan and Iraq. Therefore to be a 

soldier is to be considered a hero, and if the article has undertones of a military nature, younger readers may be 

influenced into thinking that to become a member of the BNP would be a heroic thing, something that will better 

the country and benefit society.  

 

Furthermore, the fact that the BNP challenge the preconceived notions using genteel lexis within the article and 

the fact that they themselves have been subjected to racial and political persecution. However, on the flip side, 

this could also be detrimental even further to the BNP’s image as it denotes that they have something to try to 

hide in the way they feel the need to defend themselves in an instant where there is no negative media portrayals.  

 

Overall the BNP use language as a tool to try to entice people to join the party to increase their sphere of influence 

in a myriad of ways.  

 


